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A Word from the President 

Hello Spanish Barb Enthusiasts! 

I hope you are all well and had a happy and healthy holiday season. 

I would like to thank everyone for their contributions and participation in 2022, we are so proud of how our 
50th Anniversary Year went, and we are grateful to those who have helped ensure that these horses will be 
around another 50 years. As a reminder, membership renewals are due in February 2023! Membership can 
be renewed on the SBHA website using paypal or mailed to the address listed on the website. 

The board and I would like to thank everyone who contributed to our incredible 50th Anniversary Journal; 
they came out beautifully and we were very proud of what we were able to produce. They were the product 
of a very hardworking group who took on a lot, so we hope you all enjoyed yours. 

The 50th Anniversary Annual Meeting happened in October at the NAN Ranch in Faywood, New Mexico! It 
was fantastic to see so many of us in one place and we all had such a fun, educational time. 

I look forward to promoting and supporting the horses alongside you all in this coming year! 

Happy New Year to all! 

Beth Mendivil, President 
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Stallion Raffle! 

In honor of our 50th Year our members Doug and Louise Novak have offered a free breeding to 100% Wilbur 
Cruce stallion, Cococito de la Sabana! Cococito is by Tesoro Rojo out of the mare Sabana. Cococito is a 
beautifully built stallion, with beautiful movement, and an incredible temperament.  

Cococito has been lightly bred over the years to great success. Cococito is intelligent and friendly, traits he 
passes on to his foals. His foals are all refined, nice movers, with a lovely Spanish look, and overall a beautiful 
representative of a Spanish Barb. Several of his foals have now moved on to their riding life, and they are 
comfortable to ride and talented saddle horses. Two of his daughters are showing in dressage, and we are 
anxiously awaiting the day when the rest of his current crop of foals can be ridden. The foals who have been 
inspected by the SBHA have all been accepted into the permanent registry of the SBHA. 

This drawing is open to all breeds. The SBHA has divisions and to accommodate crosses with any breed.  
Prizes will be awarded for second and third place winners as well! All proceeds will go towards the Spanish 
Barb Horse Association's efforts to fund the ongoing efforts to preserve, perpetuate and promote this 
genetically unique and critically rare horse!

Drawing to be held March 1, 2023

Tickets are $20 each or 6 for $100

Cococito de la Sabana

Faline de Wilbur Cruce 2016 Mare by Cococito

Fiesta de Mayo- 2016 Mare by Cococito 

Amalia, 2021 WC 
Filly by Cococito 

Lita, 2020 WC filly by Cococito

"CC" a 2022 mostly WC filly by Cococito 
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From This to That 

Take a look at some of our barbs now, and some adorable photos of where they started 

Left: iKodi de 
Aravaca

Right: Anahi WC 

Above: Faline Wibur Cruce

Diamond's Sundace de la 
Cruce

Left: Cibeque de Mogollon

Below: Pajarita de Mogollon 



Page | 4 Spanish Barb Horse Association January 2023 

SBHA Annual Meeting; Half a Century Addition 
By Sarah Dunlap 

We held the Annual Meeting this past October at the NAN Ranch in Faywood, New 
Mexico. We would like to first off say thank you to John and Betty, the owners of the 
NAN Ranch, for hosting this event. Especially since this was not just any year, 2022 was 
the 50th Anniversary of the Spanish Barb Horse Association and we wanted to make this 
meeting special to commemorate this monumental milestone! This celebration was 
months in the making, starting with the 50th Anniversary Journal, which all active 
members should have received. The journal was a labor of love and thanks to a 
committee of people who worked very hard to put it together, it turned out fabulous. 
Members of this committee worked tirelessly for months to create this work of art worthy 
of our favorite horses. Our hope is that 50 years from now members will be able to look 
at this journal and see the moves that were made to keep the perpetuation of these 
horses going for many more years to come. Along with the journal, the meeting itself was 
a huge success! We had members from across the country travel in because of the special 
year and had many contributions from some really special attendees. Throughout the 
weekend, members were able to spend meals together; sharing stories about the Barbs 
and enjoying each other's company. For the members who were able to bring their 
horses, many of the mornings were spent riding around the beautiful ranch.

 The afternoons were filled with educational talks given by long time members and 
breeders as well as some other special guests. Karena Elliot from the Livestock Conservancy attended, and gave a talk 
about resources that are available to the SBHA, and what the Livestock Conservancy can offer to assist in our mission to 
preserve and promote the Spanish Barbs. Peg Freitag, an early member of the SBBA, was unable to attend in person, but 
passed on a lovely speech, which our Registrar, Heidi Collings, delivered in her stead. We had another early member and 
breeder, Kay Hughes, who was able to be there in person and she shared her first hand experience with the 
development of the SBHA. We also had talks from Steve and Janie Dobrott, Jerry Gallegos and Esha Mork. Along with 
thanking all who contributed their wonderful knowledge of the breed at this meeting we would also like to extend a 
huge thank you to Becky Boyd, Polly Mclain, and  Doug and Louise Novack for all they did to feed everyone over the 
weekend. We could not do it without all of your help! This meeting was a lovely display of the horsemanship, 
camaraderie and passion that has kept this breed thriving as well as it has and we hope those themes can continue 
forward in everything that we do. We are absolutely uplifted by the outcome of this annual meeting, and we look 
forward to keeping that momentum and continuing to take steps to ensure these horses are around for the next 50 
years and well beyond. We are grateful for everyone who came, and look forward to seeing everyone at the annual 
meeting next year!
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Meet your 2022-2023 SBHA Board! 

BETH MENDIVIL, PRESIDENT 

Beth has been the President of the SBHA for the past 5 years. She has
a small Spanish Barb breeding program out of Catalina, Arizona. She is 
dedicated to ensuring the longevity and success of this breed. Beth has also 
been a huge advocate for the breed, going to events and sharing her horses 
with others so that they can fall in love with the breed on their own. She and 
her husband have been a huge part of the success the SBHA has seen in the last 
5 years!

Alana has been involved with Spanish Barbs for over 10 years. 

She owns a Wilbur-Cruce mare, Fiesta. Alana has served as 
Vice President since 2020

KATHLEEN BELLEMARE, Secretary 

Kathleen has been involved with Spanish Barbs since 
2000 when she got her first Spanish Barb. Kathleen 
brings a rational, problem solving mindset to her horses 
and we have also benefited from that way of thinking in 
board meetings.

ALANA CARDEN, Vice President 

MAGGIE ENGLER, Treasurer 
Maggie Engler offered to be the SBHA Treasurer some years ago 
when she was blessed to have two Spanish Barbs. Despite the 
passing of those barbs; Lucido and Saya, she remains involved 
with the organization to give back for all the blessings the horses 
gave her. 
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HEIDI COLLINGS, Registrar 

She was introduced to Spanish Barbs in 1995 and today she considers 
herself “too spoiled to ride or train any other breed.” She and her 
husband Jerry have bred and trained Spanish Barbs since 1998. She 
joined the SBHA in 2000,has  been a board member for many years, and 
has served as Registrar since 2009. 

Louise Novak, Director

Louise and her Husband Doug live in Southeast, Arizona. They have 
a small breeding program based around Cococito. Cococito is the 
son of the Barb that started it all for Louise, Tesoro Rojo. Louise has 
been invaluable with her knowledge and support, she is always the 
first to agree to go to any events we need a representative to 
attend. 

Bekah Segien, Director

Bekah is our only new board member this year. She 
got her first Spanish Barb and became involved with 
the SBHA in 2005. She spent many years working 
with and learning about the Barbs through Registrar 
Heidi Collings, and eventually bought her second 
Spanish Barb, Cib, from Heidi in 2015. Bekah has 
taken over the Social Media for the SBHA and it is 
thriving under her control so we are very excited for 
her tenure on the board.
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More 50th Anniversary Journals Available
We have more journals available for purchase. If you need more for friends and family, or as a keepsake, we 
have more journals available. The journals can be found at https://www.spanishbarb.com/news-events for 

$13, which includes shipping. 

50th Anniversary T-Shirts Available for Sale!

If you want to look as stylish as these members, and educate everyone you see as you walk around, we have 
T-Shirts available for purchase for $25. Please reach out to info@spanishbarb.com until we can get them on 

the web site. 

http://www.spanishbarb.com/membership
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Support the SBHA with AmazonSmile 

 AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon with the same products, prices, and shopping features as 

Amazon.com. The difference is that when you shop on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will 

donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products to the charitable organization of your choice.  

Every item available for purchase on www.amazon.com is also available on AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com) 

at the same price. You will see eligible products marked “Eligible for AmazonSmile donation” on their product 

detail pages. 

It is easy to sign up.  Just go to SpanishBarb.com/donate and scroll to the bottom to click on AmazonSmile. 

Membership renewals are due in February!

Please go to www.spanishbarb.com/membership to renew online or to print out a renewal form. 

Revenue from our membership fees are vital in our ability to fulfill our mission of preserving and promoting the 

critically rare Spanish Barbs.  We thank you as always for your continued support as we could not do what we 

do without you! 

http://www.spanishbarb.com/membership
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